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The Peel Halton & Area Branch Report

Summer 2009

PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This report comes to you as I step down from the role of President of the Peel-Halton and Area Branch.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and trust during my terms as President of the Branch and to tell you that it was indeed a privilege to serve you.  Spencer Gludish will make a great President and I encourage you to make yourselves visible to him by attending the Membership meetings and taking part in the proceedings.

Our Annual General Meeting, held on Wednesday, May 6, 2009, was a vey successful and productive one with addresses by Richard Poersch, a member of this branch and National Director and Nancy Cuttler, Provincial Advocacy Officer for Ontario. Nancy reminded us that June is Seniors Month in Ontario.  She encouraged members to get a free copy of "A guide to programs and Services for Seniors in Ontario".  The number to call is INFOline 1-888-910-1999.
Finally, we would like to convey our best wishes for those who are in poor health and our condolences to those who have lost loved ones during the past year. 

Renee Labbad-Thibault
Past-President
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CURRENT PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

On behalf of the Branch Committee, I would like to sincerely thank Renee for her many years of dedicated service and important contributions to FSNA and the our local Peel Halton and Area Branch.  She served in many portfolios, up to and including several tenures as President of our Branch Committee.

I also wish to thank all members for their confidence in electing me as the current Branch President.  Fortunately, I will have a strong Committee membership, along with Renee in the Past-President position, to support me in dealing with upcoming FSNA challenges which we will face.  

The Branch Committee and I wish to invite you to volunteer either as an ad hoc or working committee member, or by providing regular input and feedback to us, thereby adding your voice and contribution to the operation and management of our Branch operation.  Your input and participation is vital in ensuring that we steer Branch activities in a direction that expresses your views and objectives.  
I look forward to seeing you at future Branch meetings or activities.

Spencer Gludish
President
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May 2009 Annual General Meeting

THE 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING was held on WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2009 at the HANSA HAUS, GERMAN CANADIAN CLUB

6650 HURONTARIO STREET MISSISSAUGA.
Detailed minutes will be provided at our fall General Meeting for your review and approval.  
The meeting was addressed by Mr. R. Poersch, National Director who gave a brief status report on a number of issues affecting FSNA and its members.  He touched on the resignation of the National President and noted that the 1st Vice-President will act in capacity of the National President until the next election.  

Discussion ensued on issues arising from the Ontario Government proposal to harmonize the Provincial Sales Tax with the National GST.  With over 58,000 members in Ontario, FSNA members could have an impact on provincial legislation if individual members were to pursue appropriate lobbying of MPP’s in order to air their views.
Ms. Nancy Cuttler, Provincial Advocacy Officer addressed the meeting as our “guest speaker”.  She outlined her duties as they evolved since taking on this portfolio.  Such duties include, but are not restricted to establishing liaison with provincial Ministries and Committees; participation on committee and board meetings, particularly as they affect the determination of Long-Term Care programs in Ontario; attending regional FSNA meetings; and providing input to the On Guard FSNA publication.
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. and was followed by a Buffet Lunch.
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INFORMATION ITEMS:

Websites that provide information concerning Seniors and Senior living in Ontario:

www.ontarioseniors.ca
www.healthcouncilcanada.ca
www.infoway-inforoute.ca
www.health.gov.on.ca
www.myhospitalcare.ca
 www.ratemds.com
(The last 2 rank hospitals and doctors in Ontario based on efficiency and effectiveness audits and patient feedback)
HARMONIZED SALES TAX – ONTARIO

In Ontario’s provincial last budget the government announced its intention to harmonize the GST (5%) and PST (8%) into an HST: a Harmonized Sales Tax. By combining the two taxes into a single 13% tax, the government aims to lower costs for Ontario businesses by reducing paperwork and merging the two provincial tax departments into one.

While at first glance the HST appears to be a simple policy change, it in fact will have a significant impact on individuals and families, and disproportionately those with low-incomes. Combining the two taxes will mean that a wide variety of consumer items that currently are only taxed by GST – many of which are basic goods and services – will now be charged PST as well. These include gasoline, water, hydro, used cars, government goods and services, internet, cable and telephone services and home sales over $400,000. In fact, the only items exempt will be books, children's clothing and footwear, children's car seats, diapers and feminine hygiene products.

The tax will be effective July 1, 2010. In order to help off-set this added cost to consumers, the government will be issuing three rebate cheques, totalling $1000.00, over the year that follows the introduction of the tax. However, for many people this rebate will still not come close to covering the costs created by the HST.  
Seniors do not appear to benefit from the exemptions.  The increased costs will filter into your day-to-day living expenses whether you live in your own home or in Retirement Living Complexes.  

If you have concerns, make them known to your local MPP or to the Premier.  
You can write the premier at:


Premier Dalton McGuinty
Government of Ontario
Whitney Block, Room 4620
99 Wellesley St. W. 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
Fax: (416) 325-3745
Telephone: (416) 325-3777

www.premier.gov.on.ca/feedback
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

At the annual meeting the following Branch Committee were re-elected for the 2009-2010 term.  There were no nominations from the floor.

President: Spencer Gludish

Vice-President and Health and Benefits: Robert Brown

Treasurer: John Rozenberg

Members at large:

Membership: Robert Lane

Contact/Telephone Committee: Chris Buklin

Newsletter Editor and Webmaster:  Gary Mohr

Membership Support: Harold Henry

Health and Benefits Support: Shiv Bajwa

Member at Large: Ken Dean

Secretary: VACANT

Past-President: Renee Labbad-Thibault
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Branch Telephone Number
Please note our telephone number.  
If you wish to reach anyone on the board – you can call 905 599-6151.  Please leave a message and your contact information and the appropriate board member will call you back as soon as possible.  
Branch mail address:  

FSNA Peel-Halton and Area Branch, 
1235 Trafalgar Road, Box 84018 
Oakville, Ontario L6H 5V7  

To contact a board member just write to:
Branch Report Editor and Webmaster: editor@fsnapeelhalton.org
or
Visit our website: www.fsnapeelhalton.org

FSNA Peel-Halton & Area Branch Information Update Form

This is your FSNA membership information update form.   
Please use this form to notify us of address, telephone number, e-mail address, or membership option changes.  This will ensure that our membership data base and contact information is current.  You can also notify us of changes by e-mail. Write to membership@fsnapeelhalton.org.  

Members who have NO CHANGES to report need not submit this form.  
------------------------------------------------------------- (Cut here) -------------------------------------------------------------

MEMBERSHIP Information Update FORM

	FSNA Peel-Halton and Area Branch

attn. Membership Director

1235 Trafalgar Road,  Box 84018

Oakville, Ontario, L6H 5V7
Please enter current FSNA Membership Number: 

__________________________________________
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Please note: Confidentiality is assured - your information will only be used for FSNA purposes.

*Note: Associate Members are Federal Public Servants still employed but who wish to join the FSNA now
(  Mr.   (  Mrs.   (  Ms.   (  Miss
Surname: ___________________________ First Name: ____________________________

Spouse:   _________________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________ Apt: ______________

City/Town: _______________________________   Prov: _______ Postal Code: _________

Tel: (_____) ____ - _______ E-Mail: ____________________________________________

FSNA Peel-Halton and Area Branch, 1235 Trafalgar Road, Box 84018 Oakville, Ontario L6H 5V7
Branch Telephone number: (905) 599-6151

Branch Officers: President – Spencer Gludish / Vice President – Robert Brown / Treasurer – 
John Rozenberg / Membership – Robert Lane
Website: www.fsnapeelhalton.org  General e-mail: info@fsnapeehalton.org
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